Oxford and its Story

after, Baston and some others were not wanting to persuade
him to give to the Carmelites his palace at Oxford" (1317),

where Richard Cceur de Lion had been bora.

Beaumont Palace, whilst it remained in the hands
of the Carmelites, was used not merely as a convent
for the habitation of twenty-four monks, but also as
a place of education for members of this Order
throughout England; as well as for seculars who
lived there as " commoners." Cardinal Pole is said
to have been educated in this seminary. The library
and the church of the White Friars were unusually
fine.

Their monastery was dissolved in 1539 and the
friars were turned out penniless to seek their livelihood.
The house and its appurtenances were sold and pulled
down by the purchaser. The stones of the Refectory
were afterwards used to enlarge the library of S.
John's College. Beaumont Street and Friars' Entry
preserve by their names at least the memory of the
Palace and the Monastery once here.

The Austin Friars (or Friars eremite of S.
Augustine) came also to Oxford and gradually
acquired property and settled " without Smith Gate,
having Holy well Street on the south side of it and
the .chief part of the ground on which Wadham
College now stands on the north." The Austin
Friars were famous for their disputations in grammar,
and soon drew to themselves much of the grammatical
training of the place. They engaged also in violent
philosophical controversies with the other Orders, so
that at last they were even threatened with excom-
munication if they did not desist from their quarrelling.
It was in their convent that the weekly general
disputations of Bachelors, known for centuries after as
"Austins," were held.

In 1262 the Penitentiarian Friars or Brothers of the
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